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SUB J : FRF, I, IMP ATTACKS IN MOZAMBIQUE 

1. SUMMARY: REUTERS REPORT ALLEGES US MILITARY PERSONNEL MAY 
HAVE BEEN IN PLANE SHOT DOWN IN MOZAMBIQUE. DENIAL OF ALLEGATION 
FROM WASHINGTON WOULD BE HELPFUL FOR USE BY EMBASSY ON IF-ASKED 
BASIS. FRELIMO PRODUCES EVIDENCE THAT IT SHOT DOWN RHODESIAN PLANE 
AND TWO RHODESIAN AIR FORCE PILOTS IN TETE PROVINCE. END SUMMARY. 

2. TANZANIAN GOVERNMENT-OWNED DAILY NEWS RAN HEADLINE MAY 14 
ENTITLED "PLANE SHOT BY FRELIMO MAY HAVE BEEN CARRYING US, 
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SAID PORTUGUESE MILITARY SPOKESMEN IN NAMPULA HAD ADMITTED THAT 
DAKOTA AIRCRAFT WAS HIT WHILE ON FLIGHT TO MUEDA ON MAY 6. 

REUTER STORY REPORTEDLY SAID OCCUPANTS OF PLANE ESCAPED UNHURT, 
ADDING THAT ACCORDING TO ONE REPORT "PLANE WAS CARRYING MILITARY 
PERSONNEL FROM BRITAIN, US, SOUTH AFRICA AND BRAZIL." REUTERS 
NOTED THAT REPORT COULD NOT BE IMMEDIATELY CONFIRMED. 

3. FRELIMO COMMUNIQUE FOR CABO DELGADO PROVINCE RELEASED 
MAY 13 CONTAINS FOLLOWING ACCOUNT: "ON MAY 6, A PLANE 
USED FOR TRANSPORTING TROOPS WAS SHOT DOWN AND CRASHED IN 
HOMBA." THIS IS PROBABLY REFERENCE TO SAME INCIDENT CITED BY 
REUTERS. FRELIMO COMMUNIQUE MADE NO MENTION, HOWEVER, OF 
ALLEGED BRITISH, US, SOUTH AFRICAN, AND BRA7.TT.IAN TROOPS ON 
BOARD. 

4. IN UNRELATED MATTER, FRELIMO COMMUNIQUE FOR TETE PROVINCE 
RELEASED APRIL 24 (TEXT CONTAINED DAR ES SALAAM A-82) REPORTED 
"ON APRIL 14, A "DORNIER" RECONNAISSANCE PLANE WAS SHOT DOWN 
BY OUR COMRADES IN FINGOE. THE TWO PILOTS WERE KILLED. THE 
DOCUMENTS FOUND ON ONE OF THEM (A RHODESIAN DRIVER'S LICENSE 
NO. 90978-AIR FORCE), IDENTIFIED HIM AS MR. DURRETT PATRICK 
RICKMAN, BORN ON SEPTEMBER 24, 1947." MAY 14 DAILY NEWS 
ELABORATED ON THIS REPORT AND PRINTED BOTH SIDES OF RHODESIAN 
AIR FORCE IDENTITY CARD NO. R2666 FOR ONE PATRICK RICKMAN 
DURRETT BORN SEPTEMBER 24, 1954 (SIC). CARD, WHICH ALSO CONTAINS 
PHOTO OF DURRETT, LISTS HIS SERVICE NUMBER AS 6328. DAILY NEWS 
ARTICLE ADDED THAT FELLOW RHODESIAN LIEUTENANT NAMED WIEMAN WAS 
ALSO KILLED WHEN PLANE WAS SHOT DOWN. DURRETT REPORTEDLY COMES 
FROM GWELO, RHODESIA. 

5. COMMENT: FOR USE ON IF-ASKED BASIS, IT WOULD BE HELPFUL 

IF WE HAD FLAT DENIAL OUT OF WASHINGTMN CONCERNING ALLEGATION IN 
REUTERS REPORT THAT DAKOTA SHOT DOWN OUTSIDE MUEDA MAY HAVE BEEN 
CARRYING US MILITARY PERSONNEL. 

BEYER 
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